Reflection (Stop motion of Bunjil and Waa Story)
Your Arts/Teaching Practice Focus: 
[bookmark: _Hlk75988086][bookmark: _Hlk75988073]My focus in this learning experience was on introducing an initiative way of implementing art into out our plans both for children and for other educators. At this kinder, children have very limited opportunities to engage with technology and with ICT and it was an evidence for Dinham and Chalk (2017) argument which is explained that children’s competency in ICT is either underestimated or neglected. iPads are never given to the children to hold or to take photos. Dinham (2019) uses term ‘digital native’ to describe this generation of children and points out to their high capabilities to use digital media. I witnessed that children learned very fast, and they did not need excessive explanation. They learned how to work with the app just by observing me working with it once and soon concentrated on the story. They decided to change the birds’ food to gumnuts and let the lizard stay alive on the rock in the river which demonstrates the flexibility of the learning plan which was child-centre and interest-based. The Aboriginal story was chosen for this activity because this learning plan was part of a sequence of learning in the reconciliation week and children were exposed to Aboriginal and Australian culture in different ways. Björklund and Ahlskog-Björkman (2017) believe that thematic work would facilitate learning for children and teachers by providing them with opportunities to explore different aspects of learning in different settings and learning environments specifically when it is supported by art. When I read this story at mat time, children did not talk about the lizard, whereas in this learning experience, this group of children looked at the story from a different perspective and had a conversation about changing the story to save the lizard. This evident new learning was happening for them in a different setting.
Educational Dimensions CLIMER 
Ideas: Children brainstormed and decided about the materials they need.
Making practice: Children were very familiar with how to set the scene according to the story and even draw an Aboriginal symbol of the lizard on one of the stones. I taught them how to use the application and make a stop motion movie.
Expressing: Children had the opportunities to express their own ideas about the story and shared their thoughts about changing the story. They decided to give the Bunjil and Waa gumnuts rather and protect the lizard from being eaten.
Where is the Math in this? 
[bookmark: _Hlk75988106][bookmark: _Hlk75988125]This activity provided children with opportunities to develop children’s cognition, their abstract mathematical knowledge, and improve their spatial reasoning. McCluskey et al. (2018) explain that when children are physically engaging with rhythmatic patterns they cognitive structures would be developed. In addition, there is a relationship between the actual physical movement and and ‘the emergence of abstract mathematical knowledge’ (McCluskey et al. 2018:536). In this learning experience children repeated the action in a particular pace and organised patterns of movement to create a short movie which results in cognitive development. In terms of spatial reasoning, children had opportunities to see, inspect and reflect on the objects and witness how slow movements of objects on the floor would transform into a fast movements in the iPad.  McDonald (2018) points out that spatial reasoning is one of the most important factors which contributes to successful mathematical skills.  
Where to next? 
According to Studio Habits of Mind I would extend this learning experience by building on children’s ideas, feelings and personal meanings by providing them opportunities to Express themselves. Next time, the might like to make up their own story and turn in into life as I noticed their creativity in changing the story.  
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