Plan for Drama (Wombat Stew puppetry)
Learning Intention: For the children to participate in interactive storytelling, and communicate with their friends verbally and non-verbally. 
OUTCOME 5: CHILDREN ARE EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR  
Who: Preferably for a group of 8 children in the four-year-old group. The Wombat Stew book should have been put in the book display shelving in the library corner for the children from a couple of days before this learning experience. Also, reading the book once before this session increases their engagement. 
Where: An environment that is large enough for at least 8 children to make a big circle, sit and set the scene in the middle of their circle.
Materials & Resources: Please see my WIX website Drama | Arts Portfolio (wixsite.com)
Procedure – Provocations and prompts: 
· Since the children are familiar with the story, by seeing their teacher carrying a billycan they would recall the story.
· The teacher would tell them that we want to turn this story to a puppetry show; but we need to be prepared for that. For this purpose, she/he might carry the book and turn the pages and children would say what do they need for the puppetry show. For example, from the first page children would say a dingo, a wombat, and a billycan. The teacher should have all the puppets ready by her side and send the children to get the materials they want with the help of other educators in the room.
· The teacher should guide them and help them to make good choices. For example, when the page is turned, children would say that we need mud. The teacher might ask do you think is it a good idea to bring mud inside on the mat? What else we can have instead? Children might come up with different ideas. 
· Natural resources such as wooden stick or gumnuts can be found both inside and outside of the room and children can decide where to find them. For other resources, another educator in the room can help. Children might find billycan is too small to put everything inside it so they might ask for a cauldron. The process might be different from children to children because ideas might be different.
· After preparation, the teacher will allocate puppets to children, if some children were not happy with their puppets, the teacher can assure them they will have a turn.
· The teacher would start reading the book and children would act out their puppets. 
· After the puppetry show, all the puppets will be set on one of the tables around the room and stay there for as long as children would be interested in.

Differentiation strategies: Apply an inclusive lens 
· Children’s voice is a foundation part of this learning experience. Children are who decide how to bring this story to life and all the materials are provided to support their ideas.
· Children’s agency is also considered by giving them a choice of participation. Children should be asked that if they want to participate in acting out the story or not. No one should be forced to participate; they might choose to be part of the audience.
· The character of kookaburra provides a valuable opportunity for this puppetry to be inclusive as it doesn’t have any dialogue, it sits on the gumtree and laugh. Kookaburra can be allocated to those children who wish to participate but hesitant due to several reasons. For instance, children with English as an additional language or children with selective mutism.  
· The use of the drum is dependent on the context of the classroom; as I have a child who is on the Spectrum, I played it with caution. 
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