Reflection (Wombat Stew Puppetry Show)
Your Arts/Teaching Practice Focus: 
Initially, it is important to note that this puppetry show was the first teacher-led drama learning experience (with children active participation) for this group of children. For this reason, my focus was to introduce a new way of storytelling by using puppets with children participation. Dinham and Chalk (2017) mentioned seven elements of drama which I have chosen four of them as my focus in this learning experience which are role, character, relationships and situation. 
Why I have chosen this book? However this learning experience was intentional and teacher-led, but it was based on children’s interest. The children were familiar with the book as it was in the library corner for sometimes when I started my placement and I was asked to read it for them both individually and as a group which made me realise that children were interested in it. Moreover, Wombat Stew is a simple story with a limited dialogue which makes it a good choice for the first puppetry experience. Among this group were children with English as an additional language, a child on the Spectrum and three children with selective mutism. Since my focus was to introduce the four elements of drama which I mentioned before, I decided not to confuse them with saying the dialogue; I read aloud the story and children act it out, I said the dialogue and they moved their puppets which was successful. All the three children with selective mutism wanted to take part as they understood they don’t need to have conversations. However, we all sang with the dingo song while I play the drum. According to Dinham and Chalk (2017), as they mentioned that a good-quality learning experience needs a holistic approach, my purpose was to let the children listen to the story, actively involved in it, take roles and sing to the beats of the drum.
In terms of setting the scene,  I realised that I need to scaffold them by asking questions. For instance, I modelled what I want them to do for the first page as I showed them that we need a dingo, a billycan, a wombat and a kookaburra. I put them in the middle of our circle and turned to the next page. They said we need mud. I asked them that do you think is it a clever idea to bring mud on our mat inside the kinder? I aimed to encourage them to use their imagination to find alternatives. One child said we can use brown paper and pretend that it is mud. I sent him to the collage table to bring some brown paper and give a piece to all the children. The papers were torn, scrunched and went into our billycan. But the billycan was too small for that much mud. ‘I wonder what we can do?’ and one child said we need a bigger pot. I asked one of the staff to help that child to go into the storeroom and find the cauldron. Children cleverly designed the scene (unfortunately I couldn’t take a photo) and I started to allocate the roles. 
Educational Dimensions CLIMER 
According to Dinham and Chalk (2017), this learning experience provided opportunities for children to:
· Develop the LANGUAGE of arts. Children knew what was their role, what was the character of their roles (friendy/non-friendly), what was their relationship (friends) and what was the situation ( helping a friend)

· Develop the IDEAS, they brainstormed and set the scene with help of each other. 

Where is the Math in this? 
MacDonald (2018) explains that mathematical thinking and problem-solving is involved information taking and its interpretation and operation, and finally responding to it. This was evidenced as children knew the story and took roles, found out the characters and understand the situation. They had conversations about the relationship among them and then act the story out. Children saw the brown paper distributed among them (each paper divided into three) and they realised the billycan did not have enough capacity for all the ingredients and looked for a bigger pot. Also, particularly in a drama session, children need to develop their self-regulation which is as MacDonald (2018) explains part of mathematical and problem-solving skills. This opportunity was when children intentionally controlled their behaviour while they experienced different emotions during the play such as unhappy/excited about their roles.
Where to next? 
According to Studio Habits of Mind, I provided the children with the opportunity to observe this learning experience from their own eyes and at their own pace by putting all the puppets and materials on a table and let them remain for as long as they were interested in as it can be seen in the picture below. I observed that they retold the story, again and again, using puppets, the children who hesitated to take part in a group activity play with them in their comfort zone with their friends and the song could be heard in different spots of the kinder. This made them ready for the next drama session. 
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